
 

 

SECURITY REPORT 
According to SpotCrime, the following crimes near Shepherd 
Forest were recently reported to HPD: 
 

2/25 – 1600 blk Ansbury - theft 
3/05 – 2100 blk W. 34th –  Assault in a parking lot 
3/22 – 1700 blk W. 34th – Theft of motor vehicle 
 

A suspicious man has been seen several times wandering 
through Section 2 and HPD has been notified. Increased vehicle 
related crimes were once again reported along Loop 610 
between Ella Blvd and TC Jester and assaults were reported at 
several apartments along West 34th.  Be aware of your 
surroundings at all times and report anything that looks 
suspicious to HPD immediately. 

SFCC EGG HUNT A SUCCESS 
The recent SFCC Easter Egg Hunt and Photos with the 
Easter Bunny set an all time record attendance.  An 
estimated crowd of 150 people, including nearly 60 excited 
children, along with parents, grandparents, friends and 
neighbors gathered for a festive morning filled with fun, photos with the Easter Bunny (free benefit for SFCC 
members), an egg hunt, and refreshments.   Every child took home a prize……and great memories as well.   
 

Our deepest appreciation is sent to each of our Community Partners who made this most memorable event 
possible for our residents.  They are: Memorial Hermann Greater Heights Hospital, HEB (Heights) Grocery, 
Portrait EFX, and  Dr. Gleem Car Wash.  Please patronize these businesses and let them know how much we 
appreciate their continued support of the Shepherd Forest Civic Club throughout the year. 

 
                        
                     
 
 

KITCHEN TRICKS FROM GRANDMA: 
REMOVING STUCK ON FOOD: Tired of scrubbing 
stubborn, stuck-on food from your microwave? Fill a 
microwave-safe bowl with water, add a splash of lemon 
juice or vinegar, and heat it for 2-3 minutes. The steam 
loosens all the grime and grease—just wipe it clean with 
a paper towel. No elbow grease required.  
 

STOP BOIL-OVERS WHILE COOKING: We've all been 
there—you turn your back on a boiling pot for one 
second and suddenly water is spilling everywhere. The 
fix? Keep a wooden spoon within arm's reach. Place it 
across the top of your pot when you step away—it breaks 
the bubbles and prevents messy boil-overs while you 
multitask on the rest of your meal. 
 

STORE UNUSED TOMATO SAUCE in an ice cube tray in 
the freezer. Once frozen solid, transfer to a plastic 
freezer bag and use frozen cubes directly in recipes. 
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Pets come in all 
types, shapes, 
sizes, and ages 
and are often 
considered a 
member of our 
family. Caring 
for our pets 
means not only 
providing them 
with love, but 
everything they 

need to live well. Pets need clean water, healthy food, and a safe place to rest.  Regular 
visits to the vet help ensure our pets will live a long and healthy life. 
 
Join us at the next Shepherd Forest Civic Club meeting to hear Dr. Jennifer Ahlquist 
from The Corner Vet in the Heights speak on how to care for our pets.  Topics to be 
discussed may include a variety of things, from allergies, dentistry, behavioral 
modification, illnesses, vaccinations, nutrition, senior pets, and even pet acupuncture. 

Pets are an integral part of many people’s lives, providing companionship, love, and 
joy. However, taking care of pets is a responsibility that should not be taken lightly. 
There are many factors to consider when it comes to ensuring the health and 
happiness of our furry friends.  Don’t miss the April 20th meeting to find out more! 

HAPPY EASTER! 
Sunday, April 5th     

--------------------------- 
Shepherd Forest 

Civic Club Meeting 
“Caring for our Pets” 

Mon, April 20th 
--------------------------- 
April 27th is the last day 
to register to vote for the 
May 26th Republican and 

Democratic run-off 
elections       

Don’t forget Mother’s Day 
is just around the corner. 

Sunday, May 10th 
 

 

NATIONAL VOLUNTEER WEEK - APRIL 19-25th 
 

The Shepherd Forest Civic Club salutes our very 
dedicated Civic Club Volunteers and Citizens on Patrol 
members for their many hours of hard work put in each 

day on our behalf..      Hats off to each one of you ! 
 

  APRIL  2026 

      SSHHEEPPHHEERRDD  FFOORREESSTT  CCIIVVIICC  CCLLUUBB  MMEEEETTIINNGG  
                  MMOONNDDAAYY,,  AAPPRRIILL  2200TTHH  AATT  77::0000  PPMM  
GARDEN OAKS BAPTIST CHURCH – 3206 N. Shepherd       
               TOPIC: CARING FOR OUR PETS 
SPEAKER: DR. JENNIFER AHLQUIST (The Corner Vet) 
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HHoouussttoonn  SSwwiittcchhiinngg  ttoo  OOnn--DDeemmaanndd  HHeeaavvyy  TTrraasshh  PPiicckkuupp  
The City will soon have a new method for collecting heavy trash. Instead of scheduled collection days, Solid Waste said 
residents will call 311 to request heavy trash collection.  Each address may request up to four collections per calendar 
year. City officials say the change is designed to reduce delays, clear backlogs, and create a more efficient and accountable 
service.  Appointments for pick-ups will start to open soon, but in the meantime, residents can continue using City drop-
off and neighborhood depository sites across Houston for heavy trash, recycling, and household items.  
 

Under the previous system, solid waste crews drove every street on set heavy trash days – whether there was trash out 
or not.  This approach led to delays and backlogs, leaving residents frustrated by unpredictable service.  Under the new 
model, crews go out only when a resident has requested service. 
 

How to Schedule a Heavy Trash Pickup after the new program begins: 
     *  Call 311 to submit a service request 
     * Your request will be reviewed and scheduled by the City 
     * You will be notified of your pickup date by phone or email 
     * Once your appointment is scheduled, collection will be  
         completed within five working days of the scheduled date.   
     * After pickup, the city will verify completion. 
     * Residents are encouraged to confirm the exact volume limits  
        when they call 311 
 

While the on-demand program was expected to roll out on March 2nd, 
officials say additional details on scheduling and implementation are still 
being finalized, and a new start date will be announced soon. 
 

What can be set out as heavy trash? 
     *Furniture 
     * Appliances 
     * Other bulk household items and large heavy trash 
 

Important:  Residential contractors are responsible for hauling away their own debris.  Construction, remodeling, or 
landscaping contractors should not leave trash at the curb for City pickup.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Until the new program is fully underway, and even after it starts, residents can continue using City drop-off sites and 
neighborhood depository centers for heavy trash, recycling, and household items.  Neighborhood depositories are open 
Tuesday through Saturday, 9:00 am to 6:00pm and are closed on Sunday and Monday.  More information can be found at 
https://www.houstontx.gov/solidwaste/depository.html 

 

 

YARD OF THE MONTH  CONTEST 
The Shepherd Forest Civic Club Yard of the Month Contest will  begin this month, with judging of 
yards being done on the third full weekend of each month.  Yards are judged on best “overall 
appearance” and a variety of beautiful yards have won the award.  Past award winners included 
lawns with beautiful shrubs and greenery and other yards were filled with flowers of beautiful 
spring colors.  Both homeowners and renters are eligible to win the Yard of the Month Contest, 
so there are no excuses for not getting your yard into shape. If you see a potential Yard of the 
Month winner, feel free to nominate them.  

Additional volunteers are needed to serve as judges for this contest. What a great volunteer job - it takes less than an hour 
a month (April through September) and your help would be greatly appreciated.  This is a wonderful opportunity for you 
to get involved with your civic club, especially if your time is very limited. Contact the Civic Club at info@shepherdforest.org 
to volunteer or to nominate a yard for consideration as a Yard of the Month winner.  

 

 

Happy Birthday wishes are sent to our neighbors who will 
be celebrating their birthdays soon: MARTI NELSON 
(4/11), PHIL KOWNSLAR (4/13), RUBEN 
ALVAREZ (4/23), and PAYTON ARENS (4/27).  
A huge Happy Birthday wish is also sent to 
MAYA DAVIS who celebrates on May 1st.    
 
Best wishes are sent to PAUL BERRY who is 
home and recovering from a recent surgery.   
 
If you have a 2026 graduate, you are new to the 
neighborhood or have news of births, illnesses, deaths, 
birthdays, anniversaries, or any congratulations that you 
would like to share with your neighbors in the next issue 
of the SF Times, please send your name,  news to share, 
along with your contact information to 
info@shepherdforest.org   
 
If you haven’t yet paid your 2026 Shepherd Forest Civic 
Club Membership Dues, there is still time. Household 
membership dues are only $25 annually.   
 
Don’t miss out on the numerous 
benefits you will receive including the SF 
Times, special family events, dinners, 
beautification projects, socials, deed 
restriction enforcement, Citizens on 
Patrol, and much more. Without YOUR membership 
dues, none of this would be possible.  Scan the QR code 
and join the Shepherd Forest Civic Club today! 

 
As part of its 
commitment to 
keeping customers 
informed of the 
progress to 
strengthen the 

electric grid around Houston, CenterPoint Energy has 
launched its new Community Progress Tracker. This new 
customer-focused map provides direct access to the 
public to track and measure progress on electric 
infrastructure upgrades in their neighborhood. 
Accessible online and on mobile devices, the tracker lets 
users search by address or ZIP code to view completed 
work across CenterPoint's 12-county service area. 
Updates on the tracker include installing new storm-
resilient poles, burying underground power lines, tree 
trimming, clearing vegetation, and underground and 
automated equipment installed since August 2024.  To 
explore the Community Progress Tracker, 
visit CenterPointEnergy.com/Progress    
 
The Community Progress 
Tracker differs from 
CenterPoint’s Energy 
Outage Tracker which 
provides up-to-date 
information on outages and 
restoration efforts throughout CenterPoint’s service 
territory.  The Outage Tracker can be found by visiting 
https://tracker.centerpointenergy.com/map/texas 
This Centerpoint site provides live outage status, storm 
impacts and real-time updates during power outages. It 
shows which areas are affected, how many customers 
are impacted, estimated restoration times and more. It’s 
designed to help customers stay informed during 
emergencies or service disruptions. 

The Harris County General and Special election is just weeks away 
and we will also be voting on a variety of things including a 
Congressional seat and 17 State Constitutional amendments.  
Your vote is important!    Sample ballots and information related 
to mail-in ballots, early voting, and Election Day voting can be 
found at www.harrisvotes.com or by calling 713-755-6965 (Harris 
County Elections Division). All election information was correct at 
the time of printing this newsletter, but is subject to change, so 
make sure you verify your polling location before leaving home to 
vote. And don’t forget to take your photo ID with you! 
 

 

EARLY VOTING: 
Early voting in Harris County begins on Monday, October 20th and runs through Friday, October 31st.  You may vote at 
any Early Voting polling location in Harris County.  Currently on weekdays and Saturdays, the early voting polls are open 
from 7am to 7pm, and on Sundays from noon to 7pm.  Early Voting polling places near Shepherd Forest include: 

Sheraton Houston Brookhollow Hotel  - 3000 North Loop 610 West (just west of TC Jester on Loop 610), 77092 
SPJST Lodge #88 - 1435 Beall (near West 15th),  77008 

 

ELECTION DAY VOTING ON NOV 4TH: 

Polls open from 7am to 7pm.  Just like during Early Voting, voters are no longer restricted 
to an assigned Vote Center and can choose from any Vote Center in Harris County.   
Election Day Polling Places nearby include the following locations: 

Sheraton Houston Brookhollow Hotel  - 3000 North Loop 610 West, 77092  
Waltrip High School – 1900 West 34th, 77018 
Garden Oaks Montessori School - 901 Sue Barnett, 77018 
LifeBrook (formerly Lazybrook Baptist) Church – 1822 West 18th, 77008 
SPJST Lodge #88 – 1435 Beall (near West 15th), 77008 
 

MAIL-IN BALLOT INFORMATION: 
The last day to apply for a mail-in ballot for those who qualify is October 24th.   You can request a 
ballot by mail online www.harrisvotes.com or by calling the Harris County Clerk’s Election Division 713-755-6965.  If you 
do plan to vote by mail, please mail it back as soon as possible. You can now track your mail-in ballot 
at: www.harrisvotes.com/tracking.   

 

CURBSIDE VOTING: 
Curbside voting is available to voters who cannot physically enter the polling location on their own. Every voting location 
has a curbside buzzer set-up in the parking lot, near the entrance of the facility.    Simply ring this buzzer to alert the  
election workers inside and a portable voting machine will be brought to the vehicle. 

 

  HALLOWEEN SAFETY TIPS 
 

• Trick or treat in familiar areas & only visit well lit houses 
• Carry a flashlight with fresh batteries after dark. Wear glow-in-the-dark costumes 
• Always trick or treat in groups. Small children should be accompanied by an adult 
• Stay on the sidewalks and out of the streets if possible. Cross only at intersections 
• Never leave with someone you don’t know or get into a car with strangers              
• Walk. No running. Watch for cars backing up or turning 
• Don't trample through flower beds and gardens and stay out of back yards 
• Watch out for open flames in Jack-o-Lanterns. Wear fire retardant costumes 
• Walk with your head up and be aware of your surroundings 
• Don't enter any houses unless you know the people that live there 
• Don't eat any candy until it's inspected for tampering, especially if unwrapped/loosely wrapped     

Have a SAFE and HAPPY HALLOWEEN from the Shepherd Forest  Civic Club !! 
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