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SANTA TO VISIT RESIDENTS DECEMBER 13TH

Santa is heading to our neighborhood in just a few days, so be sure and mark your —§RE&
calendars for this fun filled event. Light snacks and drinks, along with some fun PHOTos with SANTA
activities, will be provided, and Santa will be onsite to visit. Professional Santa ’
portraits by PortraitEFX will be taken free of charge for civic club members. Non-
members will be charged 525, so pay or renew your dues before or on the day of the
event. The Santa visit will be held on Saturday, Dec 13t at the New Day School
located at 3615 Mangum near West 34" from 10am-12pm. Please RSVP so we can
have an accurate count and reserve room for you. You can sign up for this event
directly by visiting : https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0444AEAC22A3F58-
60006541-photos. Sponsors for the event include PortraitEFX, Jason’s Deli, Shipley’s DoNuts, HEB, Dr. Gleem
Car Wash and Memorial Hermann Heights Hospital. For more information about this morning of fun and
professional portraits with Santa, visit www.shepherdforest.org, FaceBook.com/group/shepherdforest, or
contact Event Coordinator Kim Syrinek at 713-412-1471. Make plans now to attend this fun family event!

The Shepherd Forest Civic Club Annual Christmas
Dinner will be held on Tuesday, December 9t at
Garden Oaks Baptist Church, located at 3206 N.
Shepherd (across from Gabby’s) and all Shepherd
Forest residents and their families are invited to
attend this event. Social time with neighbors starts
at 5:30pm and dinner will be served at 6:00pm.

The meal will be a “potluck” dinner and the SFCC will provide the meat. If you are able, residents are asked to
bring a side dish or appetizer to share. Following the dinner will be a short program and heartwarming Christmas
music by SaxWorx, perfect for getting you into that “holiday spirit”. This is a great time to invite your new
neighbors or someone who may need a ride. Please let us know if you plan to attend so we will have enough
food for everyone. Click on https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10COF45ABA62FAAF4CE9-60735038-2025 to
RSVP or email Patricia Williams at paw@earthlink.net. Join with your neighbors on December 9t and don’t miss
this delicious Christmas dinner and festive musical performance. We hope to see you there!

It’s almost time for the Shepherd Forest Civic Club’s annual Christmas
Decorating Contest which will be held on the weekend of December 13th-
14th. For the decorating contest, a team of judges selects the best
decorated yards in each of the three sections of Shepherd Forest and
recognition is given to the winners. A sign will be placed in each of the

winning yards and will remain there throughout the Christmas holidays. DECORATING CONTEST

It’s not too late to get started on your Christmas decorations — YOU may be the lucky contest winner this year!
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COMMON SENSE HOLIDAY FIRE SAFETY TIPS

It may seem like common sense, but when the busy times of the holiday season capture your
attention, you can easily overlook the practical steps you can take to help avoid accidental fires.
These six reminders will help keep your holiday free from fire mishaps:

1. Turn off or unplug all electrical holiday lights before leaving your
home or office, or before going to bed at night

2. Never leave food cooking on your stovetop or in the oven unattended

3. Keep candles away from combustible materials, and extinguish all
candles or other open flames before leaving the room or going to bed

4. Do not overload electrical outlets, and keep all electrical cords out of
the reach of children, and away from standing water

5. Use non-combustible decorations where possible. Keep Christmas
trees and combustible decorations away from your fireplace, space heaters and open flames

6. Do not block doorways; keeping paths to exits in the house clear can help you and your
family get out safely in case of a fire

HOLIDAY GARBAGE

SCHEDULE CHANGES - | 1F° . X
Regular garbage pickup scheduled for )FH:_JJJ}H ,Fﬂhctﬂ_y ]

Christmas and New Years holidays will be
delayed. At the time of printing, the City had
not released the new pickup schedule. For
more information about your holiday -Lsr'rnmuf Rooklets, Trvitations, Brochures, '._'m’r_
collection schedule, log on to the City of Postards . Torms " NCR. Hmyl Banmer Letterhead

| L

Houston’s Solid Waste website at Tr',_'ljl-lm“__l_l:'c-rr-l %, Bttons - 2 i 4 P ..-:. Imr"]ﬂ,qn;lul
https://www.houstontx.gov/solidwaste/holid - :

) Cuustom T- Shirts, and "'.1z|.Lf'1'z'|'r:'|:1 £rs
ay.html or call Solid Waste at 3-1-1.

8K 2y vign Jot j0.00
24 & 36 sign ot 8 20

Werwill be elosed for the fpliday bred
Thanfpgiving freafl,  Cliristmas freaf]

Kow 2ind - dve Bt e Wit - Jan Ry
For o quete to ovder

Emall H.pmujnpuuwmuuu;
00 W, Thome Bled., Homgar, T 7072
rlir-—ﬁ

FROM THE SHEPHERD
FOREST CiVIC CLUB

Keep Your Curb Clean — Leaves are now falling and have started covering our lawns and streets. Don’t forget to
keep your curb free of leaves, trash, newspapers, and other debris as it will end up stopping up our drains and backing
water up to flood our streets and yards. Eventually, all the debris will flow into our waterways. We have a limited number
of storm drains in Shepherd Forest, so let’s keep them clean and prevent unnecessary flooding issues. Every home should
help with this issue, not just those near drains. Take a look in front of your home and make sure your curb is clean.
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CITIZENS ON PATROL SECURITY REPORT

As Christmas approaches, most of our City will likely see a continued increase in crime. The SFCC strongly
encourages everyone to be on extra alert and asks that residents REPORT ALL CRIME to HPD, regardless of
how insignificant it seems. Your small crime may just be a part of a larger crime that has happened or even a
recurring crime in the neighborhood. You know your home, your street, your neighbors — so if you see something
that isn’t right, please report it to HPD immediately — you may be witnessing a crime taking place. We all play a
role in keeping Shepherd Forest safe — so make that call to HPD.

10/26 — 4500 blk Marlborough — theft from a motor vehicle

10/27 - 4000 blk Gardendale -burglary of a motor vehicle

11/09 — 1500 blk Stonecrest — theft of a motor vehicle

11/16 — 1500 blk Wilde Rock — DWI arrest

11/16 — 3100 blk Oak Forest (near Ansbury) — Chase/arrest of robbery suspect

10/26 — 2300 blk Stonecrest — aggravated assault E

Calls for Service

After you have contacted HPD, please contact our Security Coordinator, Paul Berry, at 915-373-8820. The
number of calls and reports that are made to HPD directly impacts the number of patrol units that will be assigned
to our neighborhood on a daily basis. So please report ALL criminal activity that you are aware of to HPD.

RECYCLE YOUR CHRISTMAS TREE

Help the City preserve the environment by dropping off your Christmas tree at any of the
drop-off locations provided by City of Houston Solid Waste Management. The drop-off
location nearest Shepherd Forest is usually TC JESTER PARK, 4200 West TC Jester. A
complete list of Christmas tree drop-off centers should be available later in December at
http://houstontx.gov/solidwaste or by calling the City of Houston Helpline at 311.

Happy Birthday wishes are sent to our neighbors who will
be celebrating their birthdays in the month of December.
They are: ELLIE KOWNSLAR (12/19), HADLY
D'BLANCA (12/21), GRACE KOWNSLAR (12/24),
GRAHAM AND HARPER ALLEN (12/25), and TORRY
HILL (12/29). Early January birthday wishes are sent
to JAX JAVIER FUENTES who celebrates his birthday on January 7! Happy Birthday to each one of you!

Many thanks to our neighbor NELL BAHAM who organized a very beautiful and touching candlelight Salute
to Veterans ceremony last month that included two Veteran speakers. Thanks to Nell, our Shepherd Forest
Veterans were honored and remembered on Veterans Day. We appreciate her dedication and hard work!

Deepest sympathy is sent to JOHN CARTER and family on the recent passing of his brother.

REMODELING OR UPDATING YOUR HOME? Shepherd Forest Deed Restrictions require residents to
submit all building plans to the Architectural Committee for approval BEFORE any work begins. For more
info or a Building Application, visit www.shepherdforest.org and look under “Quick Links.”

SHEPHERD FOREST TREE PLANTING SET FOR JAN 24TH

Along with the City Parks and Recreation
Dept, the SFCC is planning a Tree Planting
Day on January 24, 2026 and we need your
help! Over 150 trees will be planted in
Stonecrest Park and volunteers are
desperately needed to help with this project.

All tools, shovels, gloves, trees, and mulch
will be provided and holes will be dug in
advance of the event. Please sign up
at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0O
F45ABA62FAAF4CE9-60735149-tree if you
would like to volunteer for this fun project!
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January 1%t
is the due
your membership date  for
the 2026
Membership Dues for the Shepherd Forest
Civic Club and we encourage all homeowners
and renters to join the SFCC. Dues cover the
Easter Egg Hunt, Annual Picnic, Socials,
Photos with Santa, Citizens on Patrol,
Beautification, Yard Decoration Contests, SF
Entry signs, Deed Restriction Enforcement,
Newsletter printing, Website maintenance,
and much more. Civic club dues are only $25
per household and are a .

vital part of the continuing
programs and projects of
the Shepherd Forest Civic
Club. You can join at the SF e :
Civic Club website: [E]%ETeTET
www.shepherdforest.org Pay dues here
or by credit card using the QR code above.

Join or Renew

Every household that pays their dues before
January 1%t will automatically be entered into
a DRAWING for a $50 Gift Card. Will you
make an investment in your home and your
neighborhood and support a civic club that
works every day on your behalf?  Please do
your part and join the Shepherd Forest Civic
Club today - you may be a lucky winner.

Don't forget to save your aluminum cans this
holiday season for the Citizens on Patrol “Cash
I o Cans" program. All proceeds
will benefit the Shepherd
Forest Civic Club Security
program (COP). A can “drop of "
is being planned for after the
I holidays so you can easily
dispose of your aluminum products. Please
support our Citizens on Patrol program and Save
Your Aluminum Cans this holiday season !

DON'T MISS THE SFCC CHRISTMAS
DINNER AND MUSICAL PROGRAM
ON TUESDAY DECEMBER 9™

CAUGHT BY A TRAIN??

The city of Houston has unveiled a new online
dashboard called TRAIN WATCH to provide
residents with real-time information on rail
crossings and whether a train is blocking
them. Train Watch is a pilot program
designed to provide residents and first
responders with real-time updates on railroad
activity to mitigate traffic impacts, according
to Jesse Bounds, the director of the Mayor’s
Office of Innovation and Performance.

The program relies on 70 sensors throughout
the city of Houston, Bounds said. Some of
these sensors are acoustic, meaning they
detect noises of .
trains or gates,
with cameras used
to validate the
noise. Other
sensors are traffic
signal preemption |
devices, where #
traffic signals will
detect an
approaching train
and turn red to stop
oncoming vehicles.
According to the
website, Train Watch provides a live
interactive map that will indicate whether a
crossing is currently occupied or open by
displaying red or green dots.

The dashboard is part of a $3.4 million grant
awarded by the U.S. Department of
Transportation in 2024 and was originally
designed for the city's public safety
departments so they could get to scenes
without trains blocking the way.
“We average about 100 times per month
where our firefighters are unable to get to the
scene because they are delayed because of
blocked trains,” Bounds said.

After launching the tool for public safety
departments, Bounds said the city decided to
launch it to the public to help better inform
and keep the public safe. Citizens are
encouraged to utilize this page as a resource
and to report blocked crossings when you
encounter them. Check it out at:

https://houstontx.gov/trainwatch/
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