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OAK FOREST LIBRARY TO OPEN SOON 
Much to the delight and anticipation of neighborhood residents, the Oak Forest Library, currently located at 1349 West 43rd  at Oak Forest, is scheduled to open to the public on Monday, April 18th.  The library has been closed for renovation since October of 2009.  Originally built in 1961, the library has served residents of Oak Forest, Garden Oaks, Shepherd Forest and surrounding neighborhoods for many years.  The $4.6 million dollar renovation of the library will feature a number of award winning designs and all new furniture. One of the new designs includes separate areas for children, teenagers, and adults.  State of the art computers and wireless internet will be available for usage by library patrons, as will be a new conference center and meeting room.   With the recent 4,000 square foot expansion of the library, patrons will now find themselves with over 12,000 square feet of space in the new Oak Forest Library.  
Shepherd Forest Civic Club Monthly Meeting

Monday, April 18th @ 7:00 pm 
Temple Oaks Baptist Church– 2100 West 34th @ Oak Forest
Topic: Recently Renovated Oak Forest Library
SFCC  meetings are held on the third Monday of every month and YOU are invited  to attend.

At the Monday, April 18th Shepherd Forest Civic Club meeting, Wendy Heger, Assistant Director of Planning and Facilities for the City of Houston Library Department will be on hand to discuss the major renovations recently completed at the Oak Forest Library.  A librarian from the Oak Forest Library will also attend and give detailed information on programs, projects, and services provided by the library that will now be available. Make plans now to attend the meeting and find out the latest library information.  A grand re-opening celebration of the Oak Forest Library is scheduled to take place on Thursday, April 21st at 3:30 pm at the library.  Details about the celebration should be available in upcoming issues of The Leader Newspaper or by calling 832-393-1381.  
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[image: image7.wmf]SATURDAY, APRIL 16TH AT 10 AM
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Security Coordinator Ruth Lepler is still recuperating from recent surgery and Cookie Davenport is filling in until Ruth is back on her feet. Cookie reports that a CITIZEN ON PATROL CERTIFICATION class is scheduled for 7PM on Tuesday, April 12th.  If you are interested in attending, please call Cookie at 713-291-2321 for details. Did you know that patrolling can be done in your vehicle, but can also be done walking or riding a bicycle!  If you are one of the many people in our neighborhood that walk or bike regularly, consider becoming a patroller and take the class. As Uncle Sam says, "WE NEED YOU" 

Several incidents of crime were recorded in recent weeks  A resident in the 1400 block of Ansbury saw a suspicious silver Dodge pick up park in her neighbors drive way.  The suspects got out and walk around, but when they saw her taking pictures, they fled. A man’s wallet was found in the 1900 block of Ansbury. A home was burglarized in the 2000 block of Stonecrest in the middle of the night. The burglars were able to gain entry into the home through an unlocked front door.  A suspicious young white male and female were reported on Bron Holly pretending to sell books and magazines.  When asked detailed questions by a homeowner who felt it was a “scam,”  they left.   A resident on Vollmer reported a large gang of youth in the street making threats.  HPD was called & the crowd was dispersed.  Gang activity seems to be on the rise in our area – be sure to report all graffiti to the City Helpline by dialing 311.  A set of keys were found on Bron Holly – call Cookie if you are missing yours.
Please remember to contact HPD immediately if you see or hear ANYTHING that appears suspicious.  Being a good neighbor and keeping a watchful eye on the neighborhood is one of the best tools that we have to prevent crime in Shepherd Forest.  Also, the more calls for service that we make to HPD, the more patrol cars that will be assigned to our area.  So don’t forget to report all crime, regardless of how insignificant it may seem to you at the time. After you have reported the crime to HPD, don’t forget to notify the Shepherd Forest Civic Club Citizens on Patrol (call Cookie 713-291-2321) & let them know what has happened in your area.
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SFCC YARD OF THE MONTH CONTEST

Spring has sprung and that means it’s time for the Shepherd Forest Civic Club Yard of the Month Contest to get into full swing, with judging done on the first full weekend of every month from April through September.  A monthly Yard of the Month Contest winner will be chosen from each of the three sections of SF and they will be recognized at the next civic club meeting.
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Section 1 – DOLORES & RUDY PALOMO – 1103 West 30th  
A colorful variety of spring flowers in this yard includes a mix of snapdragons, pansies, roses, and red tip photina– all greeted by a welcoming gravel walkway.   This award winning yard maintains a very open and clean appearance that reflects the hard work of the homeowners.
Section 2 –  JOE  NIETO – 2322 Ansbury 
This meticulously manicured lawn is framed by perfectly trimmed boxwood hedges across the front of the home.  Beautiful knockout roses and other roses neatly trained on a trellis add calming color to the Yesterday, Today & Tomorrow in full bloom in this eye-catching yard. 
Section 3 –  GERAD & RENEE MASARYK  – 4311 Marlborough
This lush green lawn is accented by spectacularly bright pansies, impatiens, and petunias that are front and center of in this beautiful yard.  A touch of knock out roses is also expertly mixed in with beautifully manicured boxwood hedges and red tip photinas.  
Every home in Shepherd Forest is eligible to be a Yard of the Month contest winner. Judges consider the overall appearance of the yard with no preference given to any certain “type” of yard.  Many yards are already in “full bloom” with spring color, while others are beautifully manicured with only lush greenery.  Many thanks to each of the residents who work hard to keep their lawns and gardens  and  our neighborhood looking beautiful all year round.

Happy Birthday wishes are sent to ROBERT SPATES (4/15), and ROGER KOPP (4/16), as they celebrate their special days this month.……More birthday congratulations are sent to those neighbors who are celebrating early May birthdays.  They include ARLELNE SCHNEIDER (5/1), JENNIFER WOODRUFF (5/4), WILMA CRAIN (5/7), JANNIE KOPP (5/7), CLYDE MUSKE (5/13), and JANELLE DANIELS (5/15)……. Wedding anniversary congratulations are sent to HENRY & MARGARET DEMUTH who will celebrate on May 8th………Best wishes for continued recovery are sent to RUTH LEPLER who seems to be on the mend after a fall and surgery…….Glad to hear that EVA KIRTEN is doing okay after being involved in a serious automobile accident……. Deepest sympathy is sent to JAMES “JIM” HANEY and family on the recent loss of his wife, MARGARET HANEY…….Sympathy is also sent to the family and friends of LEE SLOAN who passed away recently…...It’s not too late to join the SFCC for 2011 – mail your $20 per household membership dues to the address on the front of this newsletter………If you have news to share with your neighbors, call (713) 868-4062 and leave a message.


GRADUATION NEWS

It’s almost graduation time again and the SFCC wants to recognize all of our deserving graduates.  If you, a family member, or neighbor will be graduating soon (from elementary school to college graduations), please call (713) 680-3956 before May 1st and let us know so that we may get the Graduates information included in the next Shepherd Forest Civic Club newsletter.

CIVIC CLUB E-NEWS
If you haven’t already done so, be sure to check out the SF Civic Club website at www.shepherdforest.org for some great neighborhood information including, SFCC newsletters, calendar of events, copies of Deed Restrictions, links to other helpful sources, and much, much more. You can also checkout the variety of volunteer opportunity available to all Shepherd Forest residents.   


JAPANESE DISASTER RELIEF OPPORTUNITY 
One way to help victims of the Japanese Disaster is by contributing to the Japan Relief Fund.  This fund provides much needed assistance to the people of Japan who were devastated by the recent catastrophic earthquake and subsequent tsunami. The fund was created by the Japan-America Society of Houston, the Japan Business Association of Houston, the Japanese Association of Greater Houston and the Japanese American Citizens League Houston Chapter. All donations will be presented to the Consul General of Japan in Houston, who will transfer the funds directly to the Japan Red Cross for use in relief efforts. For more information visit www.jashouston.org call 713-963-0121. 
SFCC OFFICERS AND BOARD OF DIRECTORS
2010-2011 Officers:




       2010-2011 Board of Directors (5):

  President -  Bid Nutt – 713 – 681-9367                                  Joe Tamborella – 713-854-9323
  Vice-President–  Martha Stoerner - 713- 864-3776                Cookie Davenport – 713-291-2321
  Treasurer –  Darrell Tidwell – 713 - 681-0416                        Edward Vargas - 713- 864-8127

  Secretary – Randy Johnson – 713- 290-9876                        Doug Eldridge – 832-444-7276
  Security/COP –Cookie Davenport – 713-291-2321                Robert Hammond – 713-680-9007
  Security/COP –Ruth Lepler – 713-681-4143
Printing of this newsletter was generously donated by
BUILDERS BLUE PRINT - 3500 East T.C. Jester– (713) 957-3333
DON’T MISS THE EASTER EGG HUNT!
Saturday, April 16th at 10:00 am- Stonecrest Park
It’s finally here – the Shepherd Forest Civic Club ANNUAL EASTER EGG HUNT is scheduled for  Saturday, April 16th at 10:00am.  This much anticipated civic club event will again be held at Stonecrest Park, located on East T.C. Jester at Stonecrest.  All Shepherd Forest residents and their children are invited and encouraged to attend this special family event.  No one is too young or too old to attend the Egg Hunt!  Children participating in the egg hunt are divided into groups by age and a separate egg hunt area will be available for babies/young toddlers.    EVERY participant will win a prize.
The Easter Bunny will be on hand again this year to greet the children and pose for pictures.  Don’t forget to bring your camera, along with a lawn chair and an Easter basket. Refreshments will be served after the Egg Hunt. For questions or more information,  call Shirley Evanicky at 713- 861-2537 or Bid Nutt at 713-681-9367. 

CITY’S ONE STOP BUSINESS CENTER Announces Free Business Workshops for Citizens
Make plans now to attend one of the City of Houston's ONE STOP BUSINESS CENTER business workshops, to be held at a various locations across the City. Business workshops are aimed at new and existing business owners needing information about any of the following topics:

Business permits and licenses,  Business planning, Financing - including loans and grants, Food service (restaurants), Government procurement options, SCORE counseling and sources of technical assistance, Social media marketing, and much more. 

The Spring Business Workshop Series is a collaborative effort between the Mayor's Office, Houston Public Library, SCORE (Senior Corps of Retired Executives), Constant Contact and Kitchen Incubator, LLC. There is no charge to attend the programs, although pre-registration is required. The ONE STOP BUSINESS CENTER is located in the City Hall Annex, 900 Bagby Street, Houston 77002. Hours are 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. Monday through Friday.  For a complete list of topics, upcoming workshop dates and locations, or more information, visit www.houstontx.gov/onestop or  call  (832)-393-0954.  

House Numbers on Residences Required by Law
The City of Houston (Chapter 10, Art. 5 of the Code of Ordinances) requires all residences to have clearly visible house numbers displayed and maintained “on or with 18 inches of the principal entrance of the residence.”  Numbers should be of a color which is in contrast to the background and be plainly legible and visible from the street, road, or driveway fronting the property.  This enables emergency vehicles to quickly find residences that they have been dispatched to. 
A delay by HFD or HPD in reaching a resident could mean the difference in life or death. Address numbers in all price ranges are available in a variety of sizes, styles, and colors at Home Depot, Lowe’s, Wal-Mart, and many other local stores.  Get yours today – it could save your life or the life of someone you love. Remember– house numbers on residences is the law!
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